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On March 23, Supreme Court spokespersons told reporters that the court had determined that
Costa Rican participation in a Central American Parliament is unconstitutional. The presidents of
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua are signatories to a regional peace
agreement recommending the establishment of such parliament. Costa Rica is the only one of the
five agreement signatory nations that has not yet completed procedures to join the parliament.
The court ruled that the constitution grants power over foreign relations to the executive, not the
legislative branch. Under the treaty creating the regional parliament, country representatives must
be members of their nation's legislature. On March 25, President Rafael Calderon asserted that the
parliament would be a forum for discussion of regional problems, possessing no means to enforce
its decisions. Consequently, the president suggested that Costa Rican membership in the regional
organization would not be unconstitutional. (Basic data from AFP, 03/23/91; ACAN-EFE, 03/25/91)
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